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schools desirable institutions. The Russians argue that it is
infinitely better for the child to be cared for in hygienic, attrac-
tive surroundings by properly qualified people than to leave it
to the tender mercies of well-meaning but ignorant grand-
mothers, or even mothers, in wholly unsuitable surroundings.
For the mother who works, it is a great relief to know that
during her working hours her child will be well cared for. It^
tends to make her a happier woman and a better worker. But,
in spite of all the propaganda for creches and nursery-infant
schools, many mothers either themselves bring up their children
or, if they are working, engage a servant to look after them.
I have myself been in several homes where the mother said,
" Oh, I wouldn't send my baby to the creche," and where quite
obviously the baby would have been much better off there.
The working-hours are being decreased, and only in the
textile industry do women work eight hours a day; elsewhere
the seven-hour day rules, and as soon as economic conditions
warrant it the hours will be reduced to six. The mother therefore
has a number of hours to spend with her children; though, in
many cases, meetings and committees reduce this time con-
siderably. No intelligent person nowadays believes that mothers
and children should spend all the waking hours together. The
woman's right to the fullest freedom and development is not
the only factor in the establishment of creches and nursery-
infant schools. Underlying the whole movement, and inspiring it,
is the U.3JS.R.'s recognition of every child's inalienable right to
the best conditions of life. They firmly believe that for children
to spend some time of the day living and playing collectively
is essential for their proper development.
There are three features which characterise Soviet pre-school
education, and which differentiate it from nursery and infants'
schools in other countries. The first is polytechnisation, which
has already been explained in, a previous chapter. Pre-school
education is closely related to, and linked up with, the industrial
life of the country. Four- and five-year-olds know all about the
Mte-Year Plans, aljout the various industrial campaigns, about